HOL

1996 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot

This wine is made from 80% Cabernet Sauvignon and
20% Merlot grapes grown on the Hollick vineyards in
Coonawarra. It displays the benefit of the long cool growing
period which is one of Coonawarra's defining features.
The other major regional feature is the contribution made
by the terra rossa soil to the elegance and earthiness of the
wine. Growing in these conditions, Cabernet Sauvignon
achieves finesse through acidity in the grapes and softness
due to the soft tannins achieved at ripeness.

Coonawarra experienced a cool, dry summer in 1996,
with the weather holding well into May. The wines were
able to ripen to optimum maturity and consequently show
intense fruit flavours and aromas.

Hollick 1996 Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot — a wine of
medium crimson colour, lifted berry aromas with a hint
of mint. The grape flavours are enhanced by subtle oak
characters following twelve months in French and American
oak hogsheads. The balance of fruit, acid and tannin allows
the wine to be enjoyed now, although cellaring for 5-7
years will be rewarded. Red or white meats and cheeses
are ideal accompaniments.

Technical Detalils:

Baumé 13.1° Bé
Alc/Vol 13.0 %
Total Acidity 6.71 g/l
pH 3.39

Volatile Acidity 0.50 g/l
Bottling Date August 1997
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